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F I R S T  A N N O U N C E M E N T  

Welcome t o the XIII Int ernational Congr ess
on Molecular Plant-Micr obe Int eractions
2007 in Sor rent o, Italy!

The International S ociety for Molecular Plant-
Microbe Interactions (IS-MPMI) and the Italian
Organizing Commit tee are pleased to announce
that the XIII International Congress on
Molecular Plant-Microbe Interactions will be
held at the Hilton S orrento Palace Congress
Centre, Sorrento (Naples), Italy .

The Congress will last for 5 working days and
will include Plenary L ectures, Concur rent
Sessions and P oster s.

Cultural and S ocial Program of the Congress
will include a welcome reception, a half day
excur sion to the P ompeii ruins. P re- and
postÐCongress acti vities/tour s including visits to
Capri, Amalfi coast, P ositano, R avello, Naples
and Rome will be org anized.

We cordially in vite you to par ticipate in the
Congress and recommend the use of the of ficial
web site for all news about the event
www .mpmi20 07.org

See you in S orrento
Local Org anizing Commit tee 

Local Or ganizing Commit tee 

Mat teo Lorito
Felice Scala
Sheri Woo
Michelina R uocco
Claudia Capodilupo
Astolfo Zoina

National Scientific Commit tee

Mat teo Lorito
Felice Scala
Paola Bonfante
Francesca Cardinale
Antonino Catara
Felice Cerv one
Giulia De L orenzo
Massimo Delle Donne
Maurizio Iaccarino
Giovanni Mar telli
Edoardo Patriarca
Aniello S cala

Information

Local commit tee:
commit tee@mpmi20 07.org

Congress Web Sit e:
http://mpmi20 07.org

Mail addr ess:
Mat teo Lorito Ð lorito@mpmi20 07.org

Dipar timento Ar.Bo.Pa.Ve., Facoltˆ di Agraria,
Uni versitˆ degli Studi di Napoli ÒFederico IIÓ
Via Uni versitˆ, 1 00 - 80055 Portici (Na), Italy

Organizing secr etar iat:

The Agency Sirene Eventi will assist par ticipants
for pre-registrations, booking accommodation and
transpor tation to/from S orrento.

E-mail: info@mpmi20 07.org
Phone: +39(081)8770604
Fax: +39(081)8770258

Hilt on Sor rent o Palace 

The Hilton S orrento Palace of fers extensi ve leisure
and meeting facilities, with 21 meeting rooms
including an Auditorium for up to 1 500 people.

Special room rates will be of fered to Congress
deleg ates in this fir st class hotel.

CNR - IPP



Sorrento w as fir st a Phoenician colon y. Then it
became a por t frequented by the Greeks for
commercial acti vity with Naples and other
southern cities.
The Greeks named S orrento "S yrenusion" or
"Syreon", whic h means "Land of the Sirens" Ð
named af ter the m ythological creatures that
were half-women and half-fish. The sirens were
mentioned in Homer Õs great epic poem, The
Odyssey, as the beings that lured sailor s to the
Sorrentine shore with their seducti ve songs. 
Historically , the Oscans and S amnites fir st ruled
Sorrento, then the R omans dominated it for a
long time. They appreciated the natural beauty
and climate of the area, and during the imperial
period it became a holiday destination for
patricians who built villas along the coast.
Sorrento is  the bir thplace of the sixteenth-
century poet Torquato Tasso. The town w as
included among the main destinations of the
Grand Tour in Italy in the eighteenth century .
This natural paradise has at tracted man y
foreign poets and writer s, such as Rober t
Browning, J ames Fenimore Cooper , F. Marion
Crawford, Norman Douglas, Henrik Ibsen,
Harriet Beecher Stowe, and Alexis de
Tocqueville. Other famous visitor s include
composer R ober t Wagner , philosopher F riedric h
Nietzsche, film director Vittorio De Sica and
tenor Enrico Caruso.

Congress Languag e:

The of ficial Congress language will be English.

Main scientific t opics:

Plant-pathogen recognition, signalling, plant
responses, plant interactions with pathogenic
fungi and bacteria, plant-virus interactions,
symbiotic plant-microbe interactions, plant
nematode and insect interactions, plant endoph yte
interactions, mec hanism of resistance to microbes,
biocontrol interactions, microbe-microbe
interactions.

Impor tant Deadlines

July 1 5, 2006 On line pre-registration

February 1 5, 2007 Deadline for early
registration and Abstract
submission 

February 1 5, 2007 Deadline for hotel
reservation 

Second announcement will be distr ibut ed
by e-mail as a PDF file in Oct ober 20 06 

To be sur e to receive next announcements,
please pr e-regist er at the Congr ess w ebsit e
www .mpmi20 07.org

The registr ation f orm will be a vailable b y
October 20 06.

Sorrent o

Sorrento is perc hed high on the clif fs overlooking
the Gulf of Naples of fering breathtaking views of
the spectacular landscape, whic h capti vates the
visitor . The town gi ves its name to the S orrentine
peninsula, a large area of land extending from
Vico Equense to Massa Lubrense, that is
suspended between green mountains and
transparent blue sea. 
The town has been a popular vacation and cultural
destination of the Campania region in southern
Italy for centuries. It of fers a wide selection of
accommodation in hotels of dif ferent categories.
The con venient geographical location mak es it an
ideal depar ture point for excur sions to Capri,
Ischia, Pompeii, Amalfi, P ositano, Herculaneum,
Paestum, and the Vesuvius, all located within a
distance of 50 km.


